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Synopsis

Understand American politics from past to present A American Government: Roots and Reform,
2012 Election Edition explores how the origins of American government affect the issues facing the
United States today.A This bestselling text offers the strongest coverage of history and current
events.A This approach encourages students to study present political structures and behaviors in
full constitutional and historical context. The text helps students learn how our government evolved
and how they can become more informed citizens.A Most importantly, it encourages them to
discover that politics can bea “and most often isa “a good thing. A This text features full integration
with the New MyPoliSciLab.A MyPoliSciLab includes a wide array of resources to encourage
students to look at American politics like a political scientist and analyze current political issues.A
Political Explorer lets students play the role of a political scientist by investigating issues through
interactive data.A Core Concept videos discuss the big ideas in each chapter and apply them to
key political issues. Simulations allow students to experience how political leaders make decisions.
A A better teaching and learning experience This program provides a better teaching and learning
experienced “for you and your students. Hered ™s how: Personalize Learninga “The New
MyPoliSciLab delivers proven results in helping students succeed, provides engaging experiences
that personalize learning, and comes from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep
commitment to helping students and instructors achieve their goals. MyPoliSciLab is now
compatible with BlackBoard! Engage Studentsa “The stunning visual design engages students in
the texttA A Improve Critical Thinkinga “ Learning objectives in every chapter help students focus
on important topics. Analyze Current Eventsa “Coverage of the 2012 elections keeps the study of
politics relevant and shows how political scientists look at the development of the American political

A

system. Support Instructorsa “ A full supplements package including the Class Preparation Tool in

the NewA MyPoliScilLab is available.
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Customer Reviews

| have taught AP US Government and Politics for 5 years, and in the course of reviewing most every
textbook on the market this one is probably the best overall.The previous reviewer that complains
about conservative bias does not know what he or she is talking about. If anything, the 2002 edition
tilts left overall, for example, to demonstrate federalism they reprinted a map produced by NARAL
that grades states by the liberalism of their abortion laws. Over the course of the school year
invariably my decidedly liberal northern Califonia students point out other examples of liberal bias.
Some of the poorly written sections are naked attempts to address what the authors assume is a
cynical audience, but that isn’t a problem throughout -- it is highly concentrated in chapter 1. The
overall attitude encourages students to question the system without being unremittingly
negative.The historical review that begins most chapters is sound. Many textbooks assume too
much about student’s prior knowledge.The best part of the book are the data presentations. The
map drawn in proportion to each state’s weight in the electoral college is one example. Before |
switched schools and over to this textbook, | had a bevy of handouts that took bits and pieces from
other textbooks and | found that most of that "best of" set had been woven into the O’Connor text
already.lt isn’t a perfect textbook, naturally, but a good course in Government will have
supplemental readings from a variety of perspectives to challenge and complement the main text. |
found a few mistakes in the 2002 edition (merging Wesberry v. Sanders into Baker v. Carr for
example) but overall it was reliable and far less slanted than John Q.
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